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VicCHILD is one of the world’s largest bio-
databanks of children born with a permanent 
hearing loss.  We truly thank you for taking part 
because without your support, VicCHILD would 
not be possible. 
 

Happy New Year from the VicCHILD team 
The VicCHILD team wishes all our participants and families 

a wonderful 2018!  We are excited to tell you all about our 

busy 2017 and exciting upcoming opportunities for 2018. 

 

VicCHILD 2017 Update 

 Our numbers are growing rapidly! More than 700 

families across Victoria are now enrolled in VicCHILD. 

 There are similar number of boys (52%) and girls (48%) 

with hearing loss in the VicCHILD databank. 

 27% have mild, 29% have moderate, 19% have severe, 

and 25% have profound hearing loss. 

 8% of children also have a sibling with hearing loss who 

is participating in VicCHILD. 

 Most (80%) parents in VicCHILD don’t know the cause 

of their child’s hearing loss when they join the study.   

 

What’s been happening in VicCHILD? 
VicCHILD has had a very busy year! In addition to 130 new 
families joining the study, we have been following up our 
older kids and supporting research in childhood hearing 
impairment.   
 
2 year-old follow up: Over the last 2 years, we have started 
asking families to complete a questionnaire about their 
child’s language, hearing, and health around the time that 
their child turns 2.  The response has been great, with over 
70% of families returning their questionnaires.  Thank you. 
 

 
Language and learning assessments: In 2017, we completed 
over 70 home assessments with children aged 5 to 7 years 
old.  These short and interactive face-to-face tests will help 
answer questions about the impact of hearing loss on your 
child’s everyday life, language and learning. Due to funding 
constraints, assessments will be put on hold in 2018, but we 
hope to recommence assessments in 2019.  Stay tuned.   
 
Online questionnaires: Many of our questionnaires can now 
be completed online. Next time we contact you, it may be 
via email with a link to an electronic survey.  Of course, you 
can still receive a paper questionnaire if you prefer. 
 
Media and publications: We have been busy writing articles 
for publication in professional journals this year.  VicCHILD 
has also proudly supported PhD student and audiologist, 
Peter Carew, in completing his PhD. Peter has just 
published his PhD findings and these results were featured 
in mainstream media such as Channel 9 and 10 news, and 
newspapers across Australia (check out the Herald Sun 
article “Hearing Results Don’t Aid Everyone” published on 
June 23 2017).  The study found that earlier identification 
and diagnosis of hearing loss led to better language 
outcomes for babies born with moderate hearing loss. 
However, this was not necessarily the case for babies with 
mild hearing loss.  See the MCRI link below for more 
information about the interesting study results:   
www.mcri.edu.au/news/hearing-aids-babies-mild-loss-
may-not-help-language  

The VicCHILD Team (Front, L to R) Dr Rachele Aiello, Professor 

Melissa Wake, Dr Valerie Sung, Libby Smith, and Alisha Gulenc.  

(Back, L to R) Dr Zeffie Poulakis, Peter Carew, Luke Stevens, and 

Christina Barber. 
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VicCHILD supports other research studies: VicCHILD aims to 
be a valuable resource for national and international 
researchers.  We are currently supporting two University of 
Melbourne studies to explore and understand: 

 How much FM-systems reduce stress and fatigue, and, 

 The brain basis for language development in children 

with hearing loss.   

 
VicCHILD also supported three University of Melbourne 
Masters Projects in 2017. The studies found that: 

 In 2 year-olds, children whose parents rated them as 

having better hearing ability in a number of common 

real-life listening situations had better expressive 

language skills.  This means that the better a child hears 

in real-life settings, the better their spoken vocabulary. 

 School-aged children with mild unilateral hearing loss 

had similar language outcomes to children who had 

normal hearing. 

 School-aged children with bilateral hearing loss and 

those with moderate-to-profound unilateral hearing 

loss had language skills below expectations for their age. 

 Parent vocabulary had a strong influence on their child’s 

language.  This suggests that parents who use rich 

vocabulary and high level language with their child 

might be able to promote their language development.   

 

 
         Participants in the VicCHILD longitudinal databank  

         range in age from 2 weeks old to 14 years old! 

 
 

 

VicCHILD supports new projects 
 

Mild Matters:  We learnt from Peter Carew’s PhD study that 
babies with mild hearing loss may not necessarily benefit 
from early diagnosis and intervention, including fitting 
hearing aids early.  We are hoping that Mild Matters, which 
began in September, will help us learn more about the 
effects of fitting hearing aids in children with mild hearing 
loss, and their families’ experiences of the services they are 
provided with, during the child’s first 2 years.  Thank you to 
the families who have contributed to Mild Matters over the 
past few months.  We have also just received a grant to 
conduct a randomised control trial to clarify whether early 
fitting of hearing aids helps babies with mild hearing loss.  
 

VicCHILD helps children with hearing loss by 
supporting valuable initiatives in Victoria 
 

CHIC (Caring for Hearing Impaired Children) clinic: Since 
opening last year, the Royal Children’s Hospital CHIC clinic 
has seen over 330 new families.  By complementing the 
existing PHLIC service at Monash, more Victorian babies 
and children can now access care from paediatricians who 
specialise in hearing loss, health, and development. For 
more information about the CHIC clinic, please see:  
www.rch.org.au/genmed/about/Caring_for_hearing_impai
red_children_clinic/ 
 
 

Melbourne Genomics Congenital Deafness Flagship: For 
some eligible babies born in 2016-17, Melbourne Genomics 
Health Alliance has offered a blood test to check for genes 
related to hearing loss.  64 families are already involved in 
the study, with recruitment ending soon.  It’s not a cure, but 
genetic testing could tell parents the cause, and give a 
clearer idea of what their child’s future might hold. 

 

Donations 
VicCHILD benefits from donations to support its core 
business of maintaining the databank and researching the 
best possible outcomes for children with hearing loss.  To 
donate, please visit www.mcri.edu.au/VicChild-donate 
Your generous contribution to supporting VicCHILD is very 
much appreciated. 
 

Stay in touch 
If you have any queries about VicCHILD, please call             
(03) 9345-4215 or email: vic-child@rch.org.au. If your 
address, phone, or email has changed, please update them 
at: www.rch.org.au/ccch/research-projects/VicCHILD/  
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